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Happy 2009 to all of our EAT friends and families! No matter what this new year brings you (or how the old year left you!) we want 
you all to know that we're here, we love you, and we're so glad you've included EAT among your list of friends! 

We haven't been hibernating this winter, either! As EAT continues to grow and progress so has the number of those it takes to keep 
things current. Our ever-faithful Board Members, Steve Akre, Steve Gable, and Dick Taylor have invited Gary Hartke and Kristin 
Downey to join the team of those who are the real brain of the EAT body. 

Steve Akre and Marti Schlegel have been meeting to create a prospective financial plan for EAT and will be putting a committee 
together, including Gary Hartke, Kristin Downey and Danielle Brantley to work out the details while Karen Ernst, Lori Rood and I 
will work on a  Development Plan for foundation and growth. 

We also welcome Danielle Brantley as our new Events Coordinator. You will be hearing from her regarding our upcoming Trivia 
Night on March 6th, the Egg Hunt April 4th, Treasure Sale June 13th and Annual Golf Tournament Sept 12th. Danielle is a certified 
NARHA instructor but a pair of bad knees made her re-think all that walking. Danielle and Marti have decided to try their hand at 
grant writing for EAT as well. We wish them all the luck in the world! :-) 

Even our volunteers have been busy, asking their places of business - AT&T, SAFECO, Boeing, Monsanto, Sunnen, Express Scripts 
-  to donate to EAT through matching gift programs and, back at the ranch!...28 wonderfully loyal volunteers have been caring for 
Joe and Snickers 7 days a week, and Kristin has been keeping up the maintenance at T&C. Kristin, Melody, and Brandon Roberts 
and I have been caring for Smokey, Bear and Scout at Crescent Farms - thank you Mike and Melody for letting them winter with 
you - and Fran Natoli, Caryn Mundell, Kathy Schamel and I have been tending to the needs of Magic, Buck, Poncho, Dusty, Levi, 
Socks and Rocky at Calvey Creek. Mike Natoli donated a trencher and 3 days of his vacation time to help Gary run a water line 
down to the tack room at Calvey Creek. Won't it be great to have water handy for cleaning up the horses before and after classes? Of 
course Bill Schmidt, ferrier, Bob Theis, ferrier, David Hunt, DVM and Homestead Veterinary Hospital have been caring for the 
horses hoof and medical needs. 

Instructors Kristin Downey, Mitch Ennenbach, Karen Ernst, Mary Ladd, Fran Natoli and Lori Rood have been receiving information 
on new participants and creating an effective lesson plan for each rider. Terri Richars has been taking in all the applications for new 
volunteers and participants and putting together teams of horse/rider/volunteers/day/time that will work for everyone. NOT any easy 
task! She's also planning a big volunteer orientation for March 28th at T&C at 10 a.m. Please come, help, bring friends and family 
members over age 14, and enjoy a special clinic given by Linda Taylor, open to all. 

As I write, Kristin is working on the '08 receipts, Gary is working on the taxes, Keith Pey is working on the next EAT Newslet-
ter and Steve Akre is still trying to find EAT a 3rd location. 

The instructors are getting together this Saturday, Gary will be attending the annual Variety Club luncheon later this month to set us 
up as a recipient for '09 and a board meeting is scheduled for the 19th. 

What a fabulous group of people! All so dedicated to making Equine-Assisted Therapy the very best it can be and available to all 
who might benefit from this unique form of therapy. Truly a work of heart! 

So strap on your boots and wear your brightest smile...if you don't arrive with one, you'll surely leave with one!...opening day is 
April 6th. We'll see you all soon!  

�  Ginni     
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Graham Halley 

�
A persons contribution to his fellow man�

Can never be measured in terms of years�
During Grahams short life he gave us much�

And now his absence brings us tears�
 

His parents commitment was abundantly clear�
That Graham learn about God and His word�

The children in Kid Connection responded in love�
And the teachers assured the gospel was heard�

��
There were many adversities he faced in life�

But he continuously wore his big smile�
An inspirations for all of us�
To always go that extra mile�

��
A talking board brought out his sense of humor�

As he shared jokes with his peers�
He often laughed before the punch line�

For this life there have been many cheers�
��

Although he couldn't speak like you or I�
As a communicator he had great skill�

Like many of the things he accomplished�
It was mainly because he had the will�

��
We will miss that twinkle in his eye�

As well as the radiance from his face�
But we take comfort in the Lord�

Because we know he is in a better place�
��

He couldn't ride like John Wayne did�
But he certainly gave it his best shot�

On the back of a horse is a great place to be�
And his special saddle helped alot�

��
Grahams life on earth was much too short�

And often times filled with strife�
But for those with whom he interacted�

He brought sunshine to their life�
��

For many adults who knew Graham well�
Their perspective on life has changed�
With regard to time, family and God�

Their priorities were rearranged�
��

Now Jesus has taken him in his arms�
And our lives won't be the same�

But the inspiration he was to many�
Will among us forever remain.�
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